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DECEMBER 2 
 
Romans 13:11-14 
11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to 
wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first 
believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the 
deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the 
daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, 
not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh. 
 
A Christmas Prayer 
As we enter this holiday season I pray we will remember this is the birthday of the 
little baby Jesus that was born in a manger as there was no room at the Inn.  Also that 
he gave his life for us on the cross and he entered into Heaven with our Heavenly 
Father.   
There is so much hate and vicious act in the world today that my prayer is that we 
will spread love and Jesus among all those around us. 
As we think of our loved ones who have passed on before us remember that we will be 
united with them one day.  Thank you for the many blessings you have given to us.  
Happy Birthday Jesus.   
 

Rose Watson 
 
 
 

 
 

“The Nativity,” by Gari Melchers (USA) 

  



 
DECEMBER 3 
 
James 1:5 
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to you. 
 
Peace on Earth and at Home! 
The month of December-the month of Christmas.  Does that mean for you being extra 
busy, giving all your spare time to planning presents?  The Lord Jesus did not come to 
make you overly busy.  The angels spoke about peace on earth.  Claim the promise of 
James 1:5 for wisdom about how to organize your time and what kind of Christmas 
presents to give.  It is possible that the Lord will give you guidance to give Christmas 
books.  A good book given at Christmas will remain a blessing long after the twenty-
fifth day of December. 
Lord Jesus I claim the fruit of the spirit called peace for this Christmas month.  
 

by Corrie ten Boom, 
Submitted by Jim Charles 

 
 
 
 

 
 

“The Song of the Angels,” by He Qi (China) 

 
 
  



DECEMBER 4 
 
Mark 13:33-37 
33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 34 It’s like a man 
going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with their 
assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 
35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will 
come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at 
dawn. 36 If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I 
say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” 
 
Memories of Early in Life Christmas Eve: 
 
Many, many years ago (approximately 70), things were different on Hardt Road in 
Hampton Township.  There lived two young girls, one with a coronet, one with a 
clarinet, and a boy with a flashlight to shine their way and light up the music sheets.  
They would walk many miles through the blowing snow in this very rural area stopping 
at houses on the way to play music; “Silent Night,” “Away in a Manger,” “Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing” on Christmas Eve.  The people would open their doors with tears 
of joy in their eyes and invite them in for cookies.  They always wanted to give them 
money, which they didn't want, and if it was forced on them it was donated to 
Children's Hospital in Pittsburgh.  Christmas Eve and the birth of the baby Jesus was 
always special in their hearts. 

Betty Cashdollar 
 

The early 1940's was a sad time in my life.  Our Country was at war.  My 3 brothers 
were in the Army.  I missed them very much, I wrote to them every day, and prayed 
everyday they would come through the war safely. 
Food was rationed (we had food stamps) no butter, sugar and meat were limited, 
gasoline and tires were rationed.  We had dark blinds for our windows to keep light 
from shining out.  We received news by radio.  I had a job at the Victory making fins 
for bombs. 
My one brother was a scout and was wounded by snipers several times.  One time in 
particular the bullet went thru the Bible in his pocket and made a dent in a locket 
with my daughter’s picture inside. 
I was so happy when the war ended, my brothers came home and our country was 
bright again. 

Peg Bartholovic 
 
 
 
 
  



DECEMBER 5 
 
John 1:1-5 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light 
of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it. 
 
The Incarnation  
In the beginning was the Word (Jesus) and the Word (Jesus) was with God and the 
Word (Jesus) was God.  He (Jesus) was with God in the beginning.  Through Him 
(Jesus) all things were made: without Him (Jesus) nothing was made that was made.  
In Him (Jesus) was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
One of my favorite symbols of Christmas is the cross on the manger.  It reminds me 
why Jesus came.  Think about it.  Jesus was a part of creation, everything was made 
through him. Jesus, who was at the beginning, all powerful, all knowing, God, became 
a little baby, needing all the care and attention of a little baby.  Why did He do it?  
Why did He give up everything just to come to this earth?  How did God, the Father, 
knowing what had to happen, give His Son to come to earth?   "For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only Begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him, should not 
perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  Jesus came to save you and me from our 
sins and to give us eternal life. 
 

Mary Rae Thompson 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Virgin and Chid,” 
by Fernando Botero (Uruguay) 

 
  



DECEMBER 6 
 
John 1:6-9 
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was 
not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.  9 The true light that gives light 
to everyone was coming into the world.  
 
John the Baptist was one of the most interesting people in the Bible, to me.  I found 
him to be very cool; living from the land and eating wild locusts and honey. I also 
found him to be an incredibly faithful follower of Jesus Christ.  His faith preceded his 
exposure to Christ.  He came as a witness to testify that the true light was coming 
into the World.  He believed before he saw.  He devoted himself to Christ and gave 
himself to Christ on Faith.  He had faith preceding Christ’s appearance-- even before 
he met him.  
 
In many ways, I’d like to be like John the Baptist.  A very interesting spiritual guy who 
testifies to the light of Jesus Christ.  In many ways, we can be like John.  We should 
also be witnesses to Christ’s saving power even though we never lived with him.  We 
are following Christ, where John preceded him.  But, we are the same – we have to 
testify, believe and evangelize even though we never were able to see him physically 
with our eyes.  This is faith.    
 

Bill Hornfeck 
 
 

 
 

Unknown (South-East Asia) 

 
  



DECEMBER 7 
 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 
14 “‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I 
made to the people of Israel and Judah.15 “‘In those days and at that time I will make 
a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just and right in the 
land. 
16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety.  This is the 
name by which it will be called: The LORD Our Righteous Savior.’ 
 
 
 
Ignite Within Us Hope 
God’s people have always been people of hope. Be silent and reflect on what you 
hope for as a child of God. 
Pray: God of hope, grant us a vision of the future that is in harmony with your will for 
us.  Amen 

Submitted by Jim Charles 
 
 
 
 
One of our favorite Christmas poems from way back: 
Christmas Prayer 
Let not our hearts be busy Inns, 
That have no room for Thee. 
But cradles for the Living Christ 
And His nativity. 
 
Still driven by a thousand cares 
The travelers come and go; 
The hurried caravans press on; 
The Inns are crowded so! 
 
Chorus: 
Oh lest we starve, lest we die, 
In our stupidity, 
Come, Holy Child, within, share 
Our hospitality. 
 
Let not our hearts be busy Inns, 
That have no room for Thee, 
But cradles for the Living Christ, 
And His nativity! 

Bob and Peggy Morris 
  



DECEMBER 8 
 
Isaiah 60:19-22 
19 The sun will no more be your light by day, nor will the brightness of the moon 
shine on you, 
for the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory.  20 Your 
sun will never set again, and your moon will wane no more; the LORD will be your 
everlasting light, 
and your days of sorrow will end.   21 Then all your people will be righteous and they 
will possess the land forever.  They are the shoot I have planted, the work of my 
hands, for the display of my splendor.  22 The least of you will become a 
thousand, the smallest a mighty nation.  I am the LORD; in its time I will do this 
swiftly.” 
 
Because He Lives 
Everyone knows this song is one of my favorites.  When my husband passed away on 
January 19, 2006, this song gave me so much comfort. 
“Because He lives I can face tomorrow:” gives you strength to begin each new day 
without my partner of 47 years, or whatever your burden may be at the time. 
“Because He lives all fear is gone:” I could drive from where I lived in Kennerdell 
(about 100 miles round trip) to Mars several times a week, morning or night and not 
be afraid.  We had only moved there on Nov. 19, 2005, so we were only there two 
months.  If anyone asked me I told them God was riding with me and he was.   He is 
our source of strength and hope. 
“Because I know He holds the future:” I didn’t know what the future held but with 
this song I knew God was holding me and taking care of me.  He is still taking care of 
me. 
“Life is worth the living just because He lives:” Sometime I would think life is not 
worth living, but with this song in my heart and head, I knew each day was worth 
living. 
This is the chorus of this song.  It has so many beautiful sentiments and love in it.  If 
you need assurance that God (Jesus) takes care of you, just sing this song.  It will give 
you great peace and strength for each new day.   
Thank God for sending his son Jesus this Christmas Season.  We have reason to 
celebrate this joyous birth. 
One verse goes: 
How sweet to hold a newborn baby 
And feel the pride and joy he gives. 
But greater still the calm assurance  
This child can face uncertain days 
Because he lives. 
 

Pat Wills 
 
 
  



DECEMBER 9 
 
Romans 15:4-13 
4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 
the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we 
might have hope. 
5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of 
mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice 
you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to 
God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s 
truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed 9 and, 
moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: 
“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; 
    I will sing the praises of your name.” 
10 Again, it says, 
“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” 
11 And again, 
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; 
    let all the peoples extol him.” 
12 And again, Isaiah says, 
“The Root of Jesse will spring up, 
    one who will arise to rule over the nations; 
    in him the Gentiles will hope.” 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
In anticipation of Christ's return we are encouraged to have hope and persevere. By 
the power of the Holy Spirit we may abound in hope. We need to open our arms to 
those around us and welcome them. God's love is in our hearts and we should worship 
God together with one voice. We must be open and have a welcoming heart. Hope 
enables us to get through difficult situations; without faith in Christ there would be 
no hope. "Live in harmony"; hope is looking toward the future with Christ in it. 
Thank you. 
 

Craig and Becky McMaster 
 
 
  



DECEMBER 10 
 
Psalm 150 
1 Praise the LORD. 
Praise God in his sanctuary; 
    praise him in his mighty heavens. 
2 Praise him for his acts of power; 
    praise him for his surpassing greatness. 
3 Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, 
    praise him with the harp and lyre, 
4 praise him with timbrel and dancing, 
    praise him with the strings and pipe, 
5 praise him with the clash of cymbals, 
    praise him with resounding cymbals. 
6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. 
Praise the LORD. 
 
“Sing Praises to the Lord” 
As a child the first song I remember singing in Sunday School was “Jesus Loves Me” 
and He still does.  Growing up Christmas was the most exciting holiday.  It was the 
only day my entire family gathered to celebrate.  The day was filled with delight, joy, 
happiness, love, games, food, and closeness of family. 
I’m so grateful for such a loving and caring family.  I have wonderful memories of a 
great childhood and thank God for the blessing.   
Music being the universal language, how great it is during Advent to sing and be able 
to listen to songs of praise to the Lord 24/7.  Much of the Bible is meant to be sung 
and has been for centuries.  At times I use the words of a song to express my faith, 
love and service.  It is so uplifting to sing the glorious love for the Lord.   
God gave His only Son to save me.  I will sing proudly and loudly the praises to the 
Lord and Jesus, my Savior.   
 

Gloria Davidson 
 

 
 

“The Angel Appearing to the Shepherds” 
by Thomas Cole (England) 



DECEMBER 11 
 
Psalm 27:1-4 
1 The LORD is my light and my salvation— 
    whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life— 
    of whom shall I be afraid? 
2 When the wicked advance against me 
    to devour me, 
it is my enemies and my foes 
    who will stumble and fall. 
3 Though an army besiege me, 
    my heart will not fear; 
though war break out against me, 
    even then I will be confident. 
4 One thing I ask from the LORD, 
    this only do I seek: 
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
    all the days of my life, 
to gaze on the beauty of the LORD 
    and to seek him in his temple. 
 
Good Morning, Lord! 
YOU are ushering in another day  
Untouched and freshly new  
So here I come to ask You, God,  
If You'll renew me, too,  
Forgive the many errors  
That I made yesterday  
And let me try again, dear God,  
To walk closer in THY WAY… 
But, Father, I am well aware  
I can't make it on my own  
So TAKE MY HAND and HOLD IT TIGHT  
For I can't WALK ALONE! 
 

Submitted by Dottie Gifford 
 
 
  



DECEMBER 12 
 
Psalm 119:105-106 
105 Your word is a lamp for my feet, 
    a light on my path. 
106 I have taken an oath and confirmed it, 
    that I will follow your righteous laws. 
 
 
 
MY CHURCH  
 
When I was a little girl, my mom, my teachers, my big brothers, Miss Taylor, my 
Sunday School teacher, (and my little friends, especially) always preached that you 
must share.  I could understand my friends wanting me to share with them and I 
generally did not oppose the idea too much. After all, I liked it whenever they shared 
with me as well. What is it — to get along you have to get along.  
 
What a treat to have something that I could say was mine and belonged to simply not 
one other person. Something I didn't have to share. Whenever I received a gift, it 
belonged to me. I might share it, but at the end of the day, it was mine. 
 
I began to think of things that are exclusively mine.  Maybe you can relate. I have my 
name, my own DNA, my spouse, my health, my purse, my social security number. It 
isn't "our" name, DNA, etc. It is mine. I, also, have my likes and dislikes, my wants, my 
time to go to bed. So you see, without being selfish, each of us still has "my" things.  
 
I have been doing a lot of thinking about MY church. Whenever someone asks where I 
go to church, I name MY church. Technically and realistically, it is OUR church. It 
belongs to my entire church family. Why do I feel so selfish and want to say MY 
church? I guess because it is so special to me and though I love to see it grow and 
belong to more and more people, it is still, in my heart, MY church.  
 
Now, back to the sharing bit. When God was teaching me — and you — through our 
parents, Sunday School teachers and others about sharing our toys, He wasn't about to 
let us stop there. We are to share our love and everything we have with others. It 
could be our home for fellowship, the many charitable organizations, our time and 
talents. But most of all, he wants us to share the good news about His Son and our 
Savior. If we are truly His followers, this is what He demands of us and it is the most 
treasured sharing of all.  
 

Submitted by Sandy Shoup  
(“Written by a dear friend of mine”) 

 
  



DECEMBER 13 
 
John 12:35-36 
35 Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. 
Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the 
dark does not know where they are going. 36 Believe in the light while you have the 
light, so that you may become children of light.” When he had finished speaking, 
Jesus left and hid himself from them. 
 
 
One of my favorite things during the Christmas season is Old Union's candlelight 
service on Christmas Eve. The transformation of our sanctuary from darkness to light, 
one candle at a time, is deeply moving and a reminder that Christ is ever-present. It 
also brings to mind this excerpt from our Children's Christmas Program in December 
2008.  
 
Long before the celebration of Christmas, candles were used to signify Christ as the 
light of the world.  One legend says that on Christmas Eve, the Christ Child   
wandered throughout the world, looking for places where he would be welcomed.   
Those who loved Him, placed lighted candles in the window to invite Him in.   No one 
knew how he might appear.  He may come dressed in the rags of a beggar, or he 
might come as a poor and lonely child.  Maybe he would come in the form of a 
disabled person, who was put out to roam the streets of the city or the lonely 
footpaths of the countryside.  
 
It became customary for devout Christians to welcome into their homes all who 
knocked at their doors on Christmas Eve.  To turn anyone away may have meant the 
rejection of the Christ Child, who had come in an unfamiliar form.  
 
A candlelit window is a welcome sight to weary travelers needing a place of 
hospitality and comfort.   Candlelight glowing in the windows of our churches and 
homes symbolizes to all of our community that Christ is among us and we can offer a 
place of warmth and shelter.  
 
A candle signifies light.  Jesus said: "I am the light of the world."  He who follows Me 
shall not walk in darkness, but have the Light of Life." (John 8:12) 
 

Cindy Mikalauskas 
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DECEMBER 14 
 
Psalm 23 (King James Version) 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
3 He restoreth my soul:  
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:  
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest 
my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:  
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
 
 
 
One of my favorite readings comes from the King James version of the 23rd Psalm.  
When I was a young boy (and a Catholic) I had to memorize that version and it stuck 
with me. When I hear the new versions, I think it is not accurate. 
 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul;  
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of death, I will fear no evil;  
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies;  
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life;  
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  
 

Ralph Jockel 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Virgin and Child,” 
20th century Korea 

  



DECEMBER 15 
 
1 Peter 2:5-9 
5 You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For 
in Scripture it says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 
    a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him 
    will never be put to shame.” 
7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, 
“The stone the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone,” 
8 and, 
“A stone that causes people to stumble 
    and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were 
destined for. 
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light.  
 
As we continue to prepare for the Advent Season, let us take time to reflect on 
ourselves.   Do others see us as the type of Christians that are doing God’s will?   We 
know Advent is the time to clear and prepare the way for the birth of our Savior.  It is 
our winter training camp for those who desire peace.  It is a time for reflection and 
prayer by reading and mediation.  A time where we can make our hearts a place 
where blessings of peace would abide and where Jesus’ presence might take hold. 
 
Daily, we can reflect within ourselves to see and remove feelings of discrimination 
toward race, sex, or religion.  Does any lingering resentment or unforgiven injury 
need to be removed from our hearts?  Do we look down upon others of lesser social 
standing or educational achievements?  Are we generous with our gifts?  Are we caring 
of others?  Do we listen with our hearts to their ideas and needs?  Are we good 
stewards of all we have been given?  Good stewards of the earth? 
 
These questions, as well as others, can become the Advent lights by which we can 
search the recesses of our heart as we prepare for the coming of our Savior who was 
born in a stable. 
 
Prayer:  Dear Precious Savior.  Continue to prepare us for the birth of your Son, Jesus.  
Help us to look within ourselves.  Please help us to reflect your light as we interact 
with others.  We want others to be able to see You through us.  Help us to continue 
on this path of growth as we go out into the world.  Help us to act in love toward 
others.  This we pray in your name.  Amen. 

Sally Pavlina  



DECEMBER 16 
 
Isaiah 60:1-3 
1  “Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 
2 See, darkness covers the earth 
    and thick darkness is over the peoples, 
but the LORD rises upon you 
    and his glory appears over you. 
3 Nations will come to your light, 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 
At the Start of the Day  
Dear Lord, thank you for the night's rest you gave me. I am grateful for the renewed 
energy and enthusiasm it has brought. Accept my gratitude for bringing me to the 
beginning of this new day. I accept it as a precious gift from you. May I use it minute 
by minute to do your will. Guide me in every problem I face, every decision I make 
this day. Help me to treat everyone kindly, fairly and thoughtfully. If I should forget 
you during this day, please do not forget me.  
Amen.  
  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24)  
 

Submitted by Ruth Jones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
“The Christmas Shepherds,” 
from “The Life of Christ,” 
published in China before the Communist Revolution 

  



DECEMBER 17 
 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of 
this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of 
the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we 
preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light 
shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in 
the face of Christ. 
 
From the Fall, until the Advent of Jesus Christ, we had to be shielded from God’s 
glory. Even Moses, favored above all humankind with a sight of it, was hidden in a 
cleft of rock from His full searing presence and only allowed to see His back: “you 
cannot see My face, for man shall not see Me and live.” And the Israelites, God’s 
chosen people, were terrified and could hardly bear even the fading remains of this 
glory reflected from Moses’ face. For those long centuries, God’s presence could only 
be approached through the observances of the Law and the ceremonies of the 
Temple; only entered in the Holy of Holies once each year by one specially prepared 
man alone; only glimpsed in part and passing through the veil of prophets’ visions. 
God held Himself at a remove, for our own protection. 
And yet all that time we were being prepared for a full revelation of His face, in the 
face of Jesus Christ, who ripped through the old curtain of separation and brought 
God’s presence, in a new and astonishing way, into our world and our flesh. While we 
are blinded in unbelief, this mystery seems like nonsense, and we veil our eyes to the 
gospel, but there is no blindfold and no power of unbelief strong enough to shut out 
the glory of God. When He shines the light of knowledge in us, His own presence is as 
near as our hearts. We turn unveiled to Him, and His glory shines through us from the 
inside out as we are transformed into its very image, the likeness of Christ. Holding 
fast to that, we need not cling like Moses to the fading remains of a glancing glory, 
but can proclaim the Gospel with fearlessly shining faces.  
 

Jonathan Knapp 
 
  



DECEMBER 18 
 
1 John 1:4-7 
4 We write this to make our joy complete. 
5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him 
there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in 
the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 
purifies us from all sin. 
 
 
 
 
 
We were talking to our great-granddaughter Brooklyn about changing pre-school and 
making new friends.  She told us she has a new friend, but sometimes she was mean 
to Brooklyn.  So I said maybe she could get another friend, but she said, “Grandma, 
Jesus says we should love everyone.”  Out of the mouth of babes...   
 

Ray and Nancy Knox 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There was something about Maya Angelou’s voice that mesmerized me…it was so 
gentle and calming. Her poetry and spoken words inevitably revealed the positive out 
of any dark aspect of life. I enjoyed listening to her words, what really were common 
sense, but when spoken in her low soft voice, seemed more like wisdom. Here are 
some of her words that inspire me:  
“I’ve learned that whenever I decide something with an open heart, I usually make 
the right decision. I’ve learned that even when I have pains, I don’t have to be one. 
I’ve learned that every day you should reach out and touch someone. People love a 
warm hug, or just a friendly pat on the back. I’ve learned that I still have a lot to 
learn. I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you 
did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.” 
 

Lorene Winner 
  



DECEMBER 19 
 
John 3:16-21 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 
already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 
19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness 
instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the 
light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 
21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly 
that what they have done has been done in the sight of God. 
 
Being night shift I use the drive time into work for prayer. As I start out passing by a 
lot of familiar homes on Cashdollar Road, I get to take in all the lights illuminating 
them. There is something incredibly comforting about these porch lights that light my 
journey. They always remind me that amid the darkness “Light has come into the 
world.” No matter how dark it can get, (and some nights are very dark) scripture 
assures us that the darkness can NEVER overcome the LIGHT. How much better it is to 
live in Light than darkness!  
 

Dawn Turner 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Detail from  
“St. Christopher and the Christ Child,” 
by Otto Dix (Germany) 

  



DECEMBER 20 
 
Isaiah 40:1-11 
1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her 
that her hard service has been completed, 
    that her sin has been paid for, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
    double for all her sins. 
3 A voice of one calling: 
“In the wilderness prepare 
    the way for the LORD; 
make straight in the desert 
    a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be raised up, 
    every mountain and hill made low; 
the rough ground shall become level, 
    the rugged places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, 
    and all people will see it together. 
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
6 A voice says, “Cry out.” 
    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
“All people are like grass, 
    and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. 
7 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
    because the breath of the LORD blows on them. 
    Surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
    but the word of our God endures forever.” 
9 You who bring good news to Zion, 
    go up on a high mountain. 
You who bring good news to Jerusalem, 
    lift up your voice with a shout, 
lift it up, do not be afraid; 
    say to the towns of Judah, 
    “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, 
    and he rules with a mighty arm. 
See, his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense accompanies him. 
11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: 
    He gathers the lambs in his arms 
and carries them close to his heart; 
    he gently leads those that have young. 
 



"The grass withers and the flowers fade but the Word of our God will live forever and 
ever..." Isaiah 40:8. 
As a wildflower enthusiast and nature lover, I have loved this scripture. As I hike the 
Western PA woods, the diversity and intricacy of the flowers causes me to think of 
how much the Creator loves us and cares for us. Flowers are so beautifully made but 
are here for only a short time as we are... 
 

Dina Brownley 
 
 
In a former life, when AM Radio was king, I worked on the road crew for a local 
township.  As we would drive down the country roads, through the radio we could 
“hear” the electric fences doing their job protecting the farmer’s herd.  One day, as 
we were performing berm and drainage work, we came across a cow who had escaped 
from the field and was enjoying the greener grass on the “other side of the fence.”  
Of course, it did not understand the dangers associated with being on or near the 
road, all he thought of was the newly discovered pasture.  We contacted the farmer, 
and along with his hired hands, we were able to return the cow to the pasture; 
although with much difficulty.  Once the cow was returned to the pasture, the farmer 
watered and fed him with the best feed – and quickly repaired the escape hole in the 
fence.  All the while being thankful the cow returned safely. 
 
This is much the same as our Lord thinks of each of us.  Each day we are tempted by 
the offerings of the secular world, many offerings which, like the greener pasture, 
look and taste wonderful but have many hidden dangers.  Our God is trying to herd us 
back to him, and, like the cow we do not see the pitfalls which may harm us, only 
looking at the temporary joy we are experiencing.  Like the farmer, our GOD is calling 
us home and joyously welcomes us back.  “He will feed his flock like a shepherd, he 
will carry the lambs in his arms and gently lead the ewes with young.” Isaiah 40:11 
 
Dear Lord, we know we deviate from your way, taking temporary enjoyment in the 
worldly activities offered us each day.  Please help us filter out the noise so we hear 
your loving words spoken by those shouting that your glory will be seen by all 
mankind.  Let us help to shout that your word will stand forever and deliver mankind 
into your blessed eternity. Amen. 
 

Will Burns 
 
 
 
  



DECEMBER 21 
 
Luke 3:1-6 
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea 
and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2 during the high-priesthood of 
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of 
Isaiah the prophet: 
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him. 
5 Every valley shall be filled in, 
    every mountain and hill made low. 
The crooked roads shall become straight, 
    the rough ways smooth. 
6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’” 
 
In Luke 3:1-6 John the Baptist is preaching as is written in the book of Isaiah, the 
prophet, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord.”  This message is for us too.  During the 
Advent Season we need to prepare our hearts, make room in them, for the Christ 
Child; the focus, the center of Christmas. 
 
I would like to share a poem, "Advent Candle,” by Mary H. Beam. with you. 
                    It's Advent time, and throughout Christendom, 
                    The world prepares to celebrate the day  
                    When long ago in little Bethlehem, 
                    A child was born and in a manger lay. 
 
                   Though unaware, the world had long prepared 
                   To give this Child his rightful heritage, 
                   His family of David's royal line, 
                   His nation, under God, was set apart 
                   Protected by a government, the best 
                   The ancient world had ever seen.  And yet, 
                   Men failed to recognize Him when He came. 
                   With hearts befogged by sin and selfishness, 
                   They scorned His words and nailed Him to a tree. 
 
                   O God, we humbly pray, forbid that we 
                   Who light our Advent candles, one by one, 
                   Should think our Christmas just a time for mirth 
                   And fail in preparation of our hearts. 
 

Charlene Kaltenbach  



DECEMBER 22 
 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— 
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— 
3 and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. 
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
    or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
5 Righteousness will be his belt 
    and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 
6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 
    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 
    and a little child will lead them. 
7 The cow will feed with the bear, 
    their young will lie down together, 
    and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 
    and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
9 They will neither harm nor destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations 
will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious.  
 
Dear God, Thank you for the words of the prophet, Isaiah that reminds us that you are 
the source of love and our hope for the future. Thank you for your son who gives us 
love and hope as we wait for His second coming. Guide us as we spread His message 
of love. In His Blessed name. Amen. 
 

Judy Pfeifer 
 
 
 
  



DECEMBER 23 
 
Zephaniah 3:14-17 
14 Sing, Daughter Zion; 
    shout aloud, Israel! 
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 
    Daughter Jerusalem! 
15 The LORD has taken away your punishment, 
    he has turned back your enemy. 
The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; 
    never again will you fear any harm. 
16 On that day 
    they will say to Jerusalem, 
“Do not fear, Zion; 
    do not let your hands hang limp. 
17 The LORD your God is with you, 
    the Mighty Warrior who saves. 
He will take great delight in you; 
    in his love he will no longer rebuke you, 
    but will rejoice over you with singing.” 
 
     A few years ago, while teaching the high school Sunday school class, I caught a 
case of the “humbugs.”  Like Charlie Brown, I was tired of all the commercialism that 
now comes with the season.  Trying to shop and get the perfect gift, while watching 
people fight over parking spaces and fight to get the last Black Friday special deal, 
had me wandering like Cindy Lou who…. “where are you Christmas!” One Sunday, I 
voiced my frustration with the season and what it had become to my Sunday School 
class.  Their response made me take a long look at myself and how I was celebrating 
Christmas.  They reminded me that the birth of Jesus was the ultimate gift and it 
isn’t found in a store. And like the Grinch, I needed to remind myself the maybe 
Christmas means just a little bit more.  It’s a time for sharing God’s love and being 
thankful. It’s a time for compassion and kindness.  It’s a time to remember what that 
glorious gift, that was given so long ago, really means and to keep it with you all year 
long not just on Christmas.   As Christians, we are to carry that with us and spread the 

joy of Christ with others every day, even if they take our parking spot😊 

Heavenly Father,  
Thank you so much for the glorious gift of Jesus.  Help us to keep him in our hearts 
every day, even after the decorations have been put away.   
In the precious name of Jesus,  
Amen    
 

Marcy Eichenauer 
 
  



DECEMBER 24 
 
Matthew 1:18-25 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to 
be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to 
the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to 
divorce her quietly. 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from 
their sins.” 
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which 
means “God with us”). 
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and 
took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she 
gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 
 
        One Christmas Eve  
 
'Twas on the dreary Christmas Eve, this very year of '97  
That Jesus Christ through the Spirit within sent His love down from Heaven.  
He said Christians can grow stronger through faith in Him,  
Through confidence and reliance on Him we have power to defeat sin.  
 
Faith is the doorway to our salvation, accepting God's spirit as witness to His Son.  
Only Christ has defeated sin, and offers you the power to keep it on the run.  
False teachers denied Jesus was the Christ, but believers are truly born of God.  
We cannot love our fellow believers without living the Father whose Son this earth 

trod.  
 
Keeping God's unburdensome commands is possible because of our victory over sin.  
The Spirit opens our eyes and ears to perceive what God teaches us from within.  
Refusing to believe in Christ blocks the only source of eternal life.  
For only through Christ do we reach our Father who offers His love and protects us 

from strife.  
 

by Dick Otto  
(Julie Meeder’s father,  

who wrote this poem for the church on his last Christmas,  
before dying in November 1998) 

  



DECEMBER 25 
 
Luke 2:1-20 
1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 
entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 
5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and 
was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 
born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not 
be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today 
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 
God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them 
in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 
they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
 
  



Candles in the windows  

       giving light to passersby 

Holly on the doorways inviting  

       those without-come in  

Ribbons tied on packages  

       to give to loved ones dear-But-  

In the distance bells are  

       softly chiming carols of the  

Star of Bethlehem that shone  

       on earth so long ago  

To Bring Peace, goodwill and the  

       promise of a Savior to  

Men around the world not only  

       then but also today  

As they accept  

       this precious gift of  

Salvation- given by God to man  

       through His Son, Jesus  
 
by Frances Hartung, 1998 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“The Adoration of the Shepherds,” 
by Gerard van Honthorst (the Netherlands) 

 


