
BY-LAWS OF 
HISTORIC HOMES AND SITES OF GREATER CINCINNATI, DBA,  
MUSEUMS AND HISTORIC SITES OF GREATER CINCINNATI 

 
November 11, 2013 

Amended & Approved September 15, 2015 
 

Article I 
Introduction 

 
Section 1:  Name.  The name of this consortium is Historic Homes and Sites of Greater 
Cincinnati, DBA, Museums and Historic Sites of Greater Cincinnati, referred to 
below as the Consortium. 
 
Section 2:  Purpose.  The purpose of this Consortium shall be to promote the historic 
property museums, libraries, and historical societies in the Greater Cincinnati area, which 
includes southwest Ohio, northern Kentucky, and southeastern Indiana.  The mission of 
the consortium is to engage in tourism related activities, educational programming, and 
other activities which encourage an appreciation of the Ohio River Valley and its history. 
 
Section 3:  Office.  The principal office of this Consortium shall be located at P.O. Box 
731, Oxford, OH  45056. 
 
Section 4:  Fiscal Year.  The fiscal year of the Consortium shall begin on the first day of 
January and end of the last day of December each year. 
 
 

Article II 
Membership 

 
Section 1:  Qualifications.  Any historic property, museum, library, historical society, or 
similarly missioned organization in Greater Cincinnati interested in the purposes of the 
Consortium and willing to assist in the promotion of said purposes, shall be eligible for 
membership upon filing proper application and paying a prescribed non-refundable 
membership fee.  There shall be no discrimination on the basis of race, sex, creed, 
nationality, sexual orientation, or religion.   
 
Section 2:  Rights and Membership.  Upon application and the appropriate contribution, 
the organization’s membership   shall be recorded on the membership list.  All members 
shall have and possess equal privileges and voting rights, with each member organization 
having the right at every meeting to one (1) vote for each organizational membership 
which is in good standing on the books of this Consortium.  Memberships are based upon 
the calendar year and new members paying after September 1 will have their membership 
applied to the coming year. 
 
Section 3:  Transfer of Membership.  Membership in this Consortium is not transferable 
or assignable. 
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Section 4:  Meetings.  There shall be a minimum of ten (10) scheduled meetings of the 
membership of the Consortium at an appropriate location selected by the Meetings 
Committee or the Chairperson. 
 
Special meetings may be held at any time during the calendar year at the discretion of the 
Membership. 
 
Section 5:  Notice of Meetings.  Notice of meetings will be in the monthly minutes. 
 
Section 6:  Quorum.  A simple majority of the members in attendance at a meeting of this 
Consortium shall constitute a quorum.  A majority vote of the members present shall 
govern all decisions.   
 
Section 7:  Termination.  Membership shall be terminated by resignation, failure or 
refusal for a period of three months to pay the annual dues, or any additional amount that 
may be authorized by the Consortium or other due cause.  
 

Article III 
Board of Directors 

 
Section 1:  Qualifications.  All members of the Consortium shall be members of the 
Board of Directors. 
 

Article IV 
Officers 

 
Section 1:  Offices.  The offices of the Consortium shall be:  Chairperson, Vice-
Chairperson, Secretary, and Treasurer.  Officers shall be elected by the membership at its 
November meeting and shall serve for a term of one (1) year starting January 1, in 
correspondence with the fiscal year, or until their qualified successors are duly elected.  If 
a vacancy occurs, the unexpired term shall be appointed by the Chairperson. 
 
Section 2:  Qualification.  Any member in good standing with the Consortium shall be 
eligible for election to any one of the four (4) designated offices. 
 
Section 3:  Duties. 

1.  Chairperson – The Chairperson shall see that the purposes of this Consortium 
are accomplished; preside at meetings; call all special meetings of this Consortium upon 
his/her own initiative or under instruction by a majority of the membership; appoint and 
coordinate the work of all committees; and supervise business between meetings. 
 

2.  Vice-Chairperson –The Vice-Chairperson shall support the duties of the 
Chairperson and actively recruit new members to the Consortium by serving as a member 
of the Membership committee. 
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In the absence of the Chairperson at a meeting the Vice-Chairperson shall assume 

the duties of the Chairperson. 
 

3.  Secretary – The Secretary shall be responsible for recording and reporting 
accurate and thorough minutes of all meetings of this Consortium and preparing and 
submitting the same for adoption by the membership and entering all minutes in the book 
provided for that purpose; shall conduct such correspondence as may be required by the   
Consortium; shall keep a complete record of all members; and perform all other such 
duties as they may ordinarily evolve upon the office of Secretary. 
 

4.  Treasurer – The Treasurer shall have charge of all funds received and be 
responsible for the safe keeping of said funds which shall be deposited in accounts at 
financial institutions as designated by the membership; disburse monies either generally 
or specifically sanctioned by the membership; maintain full and accurate accounts of 
receipts and disbursements in accordance with sound and consistently applied accounting 
principles and procedures; and regularly report to the membership. 
 

Article V 
Committees 

 
The membership shall create with a majority vote a standing committee of this 
Consortium to fulfill a specific need.  The committee remains a standing committee until 
the general membership decides otherwise.  A majority of the committee shall constitute 
a quorum.  Every member organization is requested to have at least one representative 
serving on at least one committee. 
 
Section 1.  Education / Outreach Committee.  The Education / Outreach Committee 
shall work with the members of the Consortium to provide guidelines and speakers for 
multi-disciplinary (STEM, language arts, etc.) Social Studies state standard aligned 
programs for schools and educators in the Greater Cincinnati Area and to promote our 
members to the overall local history community. 

Section 1b.  Special Events Sub-Committee.  The Special Events Committee 
shall be responsible for planning and directing public events hosted by this Consortium. 
 
Section 2.  Member’s Committee.  The Member’s Committee shall make arrangements 
for upcoming meetings and work with the other committees in obtaining programs, 
speakers and professional development opportunities for the Consortium. And work with 
the Vice-Chair to promote membership in the consortium. 
 
Section 3.  Marketing Committee.  The Marketing Committee is responsible for 
effectively promoting the Consortium to all audiences that would be interested in its 
mission and programs.  This includes, but is not limited to, the general public, Pre-K-16 
students, educators, media outlets and policy makers. The Social Media Sub-Committee 
shall be responsible for maintaining the website and all social media venues associated 
with the Consortium and will post events and programs for members of the Consortium. 
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Section 4.  Nominating Committee.  A standing Nominating Committee of at least three 
(3) members shall be appointed at the August meeting.  They shall present their proposed 
slate of officers at the November meeting. 
 
Section 5.  By-Laws Committee.  A standing By-Laws Committee shall be formed in 
odd-number years to review the By-Laws and make any recommended changes to the 
membership by the October meeting.  The Chairperson shall be the chair of this 
committee. 
 

Article VI 
Parliamentary Procedure 

 
Section 1:  Parliamentary Procedure.  On questions of Parliamentary Procedure a ruling 
by the Chairperson shall prevail according to Robert’s Rules of Order. 

 
Article VII 

Fee Schedule 
 
The membership shall be authorized to determine the fee schedule for all activities of the 
Consortium. 
 

Article VIII 
Dissolvent 

 
If this Consortium goes out of business, all funds and property of the Consortium shall be 
divided equally among the member organizations in good standing. 
 

Article IX 
Amendments to the By-Laws 

 
These By-Laws may be amended or repealed at any regular or special meeting of the 
membership by a majority vote of said members.  Notice of any such meeting shall be 
given in accordance with said provisions of these By-Laws as set forth herein. 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing and within By-Laws were accepted and approved at a 
regular meeting of the Museums and Historic Sites of Greater Cincinnati on this  __ day 
of  ___ , and that they are now in full force and effect no changes having been made 
therein. 
 
  HISTORIC HOMES AND SITES OF GREATER CINCINNATI, DBA,  

MUSEUMS AND HISTORIC SITES OF GREATER CINCINNATI 
Chairperson: Terrie Puckett 9/15/2015 
ATTEST: 
Secretary: Pat Young 9/15/2015 


