CHAPTER V

IN SEARCH FOR PEACE by Stephen Gill

1.-TOLERANCE IS VIBRANT AND POSITIVE ATTITUDE
BY STEPHEN GILL



In the beginning the word tolerance was used in the sense of fortitude and physical endurance. It encompassed the ability to put up with evil. In the seventeenth century it assumed a different significance because of the religious clashes and Reformation. On May 24 in 1689, the British Parliament passed the Toleration Act that allowed dissenting protestant the freedom to worship. This freedom was denied to Roman Catholics. Same year, John Locke, a great advocate of religious tolerance, brought out the first volume of his Epistula de Tolerentia that had a strong impact on the thoughts of that age. He stood for religious liberalism that embodied religious freedom for everyone. Another person who advocated religious tolerance was Voltaire, a French philosopher, who published Letters Concerning the English Nation in 1733. Voltaire argued that the imposition of homogenous values on citizens lead to religious bloodshed. On the other hand, diversity and freedom shape a prosperous and peaceful society.

During the days of Reformation and before, the problem associated with tolerance was viewed through the lenses of religion. Gradually, the philosophy of tolerance began to enter other fields, particularly politics. Today, a tolerant person is considered civilized, educated being that recognizes the fact that modern nations and societies are complex, diverse and multicultural and must be considered in a positive and meaningful way. Tolerance achieves a higher goal of coexistence for peace and prosperity under a democratic government that gives equality to all the citizens before its law. In pluralistic communities tolerance is a virtue that embodies the ability to enjoy one’s rights and freedoms without violating those of others. This assigns tolerance the role of a good vibrant force for a reasoned exercise to define ourselves through dialogue and to accept differences. 

It is not right to say that tolerance is suffering, or that it is a weakness. It is not the ability to tolerate something that is unpleasant for a long time. It is not surrender either to a situation. It is not fortitude and physical endurance. It is rather a calmness and stability. Tolerance is understanding of the fact that a singular unit can never be complete and self-sufficient because every unit depends on other units for survival. To be powerful it is important for all five fingers of a hand to work together in unity. The same applies to a human body that is composed of several organs. In order to be healthy and strong all organs should work because they all depend on one another. Birds that are heavier than their own feathers need those feathers to be able to fly. They cannot fly with one feather. Even the feathers without body are powerless because it is the body that supplies energy to feathers and feathers take the body in the air. Both need the help of each other to fly. Obviously, both the body and feathers need each other. 

The same applies to every nation and every ethnic group. The world is composed of nations and nations are composed of diverse ethnic groups and religions. It is important to develop this awareness to cultivate tolerance among citizens to be on the path of happiness and progress. Citizens will not have to migrate to the West in search of an Elysium if they start practising tolerance that is based on the awareness of its virtue. Several Western democracies, including Canada, recognize the importance of multiculturalism officially and promote it actively. It is the spirit of tolerance that is behind this recognition. Tolerance becomes more desirable under the situations of tensions that are going almost beyond control in some countries for religious and ethnic reasons. The end of cold war has given birth to the steady rise of religious and cultural conflicts. Some of them have turned into full-scale armed conflicts that have destroyed untold lives, violating human rights openly. The formation of an unholy marriage between science and fanaticism is digging a grave for harmony. 

With its message of tolerance, religion is supposed to improve human relations. Instead, using the hammer of intolerance, it has been shattering the delicate glass of peace into pieces, proving tolerance also as a force for evil. Terrorism and religion have become synonyms in some nations. No one has seen God, yet His devotees are ready to kill and be killed in His name. There is ample evidence to testify that God is not pleased with killing and that He wants His followers to practice and preach charity, righteousness, goodwill and friendliness, not hostility. God is the supreme example of tolerance. Inanimate objects like planets and food grains follow the path of live-and-let-live which sums up the significance of tolerance. But the supreme creation, human, is just the opposite.

The individuals who presume that by killing a few people here and there they will be able to create a population that thinks and behaves alike should revise their convictions. Their use of the smithy of hatred to shape a world of homogenous ideas and faiths will cause a deeper chaos and desolation. History has proved over and over again that killing has never been able to solve problems. War-preparations lead to counter war-preparations. Hatred breeds hatred and love begets love. Killing may silence a few souls for a while out of fear. It also raises a crop of hatred, poison and revenge for more bloodshed. We are living in an age of the most sophisticated engines of death, which are within easy reach of anyone. The adoption of violent means is the road for self-destruction. 

The logical conclusion is to learn to live side-by-side with people of other colours, beliefs and customs. It will be possible only if the castle of coexistence is brought into existence on the solid rocks of tolerance and understanding, including religious tolerance to extend the freedom that one enjoys also to other religions without hatred. Tolerance should be based on the conviction that it is in the interest of survival of everyone to repudiate the brutal devices of violence, giving a fair chance to democratic and nonviolent means. Otherwise, the same brutal devices will awaken the tigers of anarchy to pounce on all from diverse directions. 

The opposite of tolerance is intolerance that is often found in dictatorships. Democracy is built on the foundation of tolerance. Tolerance builds bridges of harmony and understanding. Bliss is the legitimate child of tolerance that is the fount of human rights. The globe of today is no longer the globe of yesterday, because there is a physical, material and scientific unity that there has never been before. The world has come out of feudal and isolated states to become a village. Due to advancement in transportation, people keep moving from one area to another rapidly for employment and other purposes. Everywhere, there are people of diverse creeds, colours, customs and traditions. To unite them all, there is a need for the hands of tolerance that would build bridges for dialogue, respect for human rights and open the doors for prosperity. Transformation of our communities due to globalization, migration and unprecedented mobility will continue raising basic challenges concerning the ability of citizens to adjust and prosper. It is important to be aware that modern societies are of pluralistic nature. In other words, modern populations are composed of different ethnic, religious and cultural groups and backgrounds. Because modern populations are diverse, therefore the door to solve their problems can be opened with the key of diversity. 

The various nations due to the speed of transportation live face to face now. Not only that, they depend on one another for existence. The bird of cosmopolitanism is extending its wide wings to every corner. But there is no mental and psychological unity. New citizens in several western democracies, particularly in Canada and the United States of America, have come from different nationalities. They are in a favourable situation to educate the citizens of the countries of their birth and also their governments to learn to live with people of other faiths and if there are conflicts, learn to settle them in democratic ways. This is the proven logical way to live peacefully and to promote prosperity.

In a society in which minorities are not safe, majority is not safe either. Tolerance is for survival of minorities as well as of majority. It is a fact that in a surrounding in which minorities are not safe, majority can also not enjoy its freedom. The latest example is Afghanistan where Taliban persecuted minorities, including women. Their repressive policies led them to their own downfall. Another example is the Mughal Empire that ruled India for about seven hundred years as long as they were tolerant of the religions of others. Aurangzeb dug the grave for the Mughal Empire with his intolerant policies. According to Human Rights Features of February 12 of 2001, “The Islamic Republic of Pakistan remains one of the most glaring examples of religious intolerance in the world.” It is largely because in Pakistan there is no real understanding between its majority class and minorities, mainly due to its laws. 

Diversity is attractive and a valuable asset that is likely to cause more thirst for a peaceful coexistence under a democratically elected government. Diversity is going to be a wider and more visible reality as the globe continue shrinking. If any misguided group wants to take law in its own hands to subjugate minorities through the tactics of terror is bound to be crushed by the giant of frustrations. It is the law of nature that intolerance leads to intolerance and bloodshed to bloodshed. The pages of history are cluttered with their incidents. It has happened in the past and it would happen in future.

It is very encouraging that the United Nations has proved its interest in the spirit of tolerance through several means. The philosophy of awareness was behind the Year of Tolerance that was observed in 1995. The year was proclaimed by the United Nations. To generate public awareness of tolerance to different cultures and religions, projects were launched from the use of traditional and untraditional teaching methods, including puppet shows, exhibitions, music and films. Among the topics that were discussed and deliberated, included tolerance, multiculturalism, global diversity, and religious dialogue. These attempts led to the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance that were adopted and signed in Paris by one hundred and eighty-five member States of UNESCO on November 16 in 1995. The signatories pledged to promote tolerance and nonviolence in their countries through educational policies and programmes. They also declared November 16 as the annual international day for tolerance. 

Absence of tolerance sharpens swords that wound everybody. It was the sword of intolerance based on hate that caused the second world war in which six million European Jews were slaughtered by Nazi. It is estimated that about fifty-five million people perished in that war alone. The war led to the downfall of Western Europe that was the center of power. The war also opened up the nuclear age. 
Again, it was the sword of intolerance that was responsible for dividing India and established Pakistan in 1947. Partition resulted in the death of around two million people and around fourteen million were forced to migrate from one country to another and about seventy thousand women were abducted and raped. Instead of solving any problem, the religious intolerance has worsened the situation. Both nations have become nuclear powers. Any nuclear conflict between them would almost wipe out both the nations from the world map and create severe problems for other nations. 

It was again the sword of intolerance that divided Pakistan in 1971 and established Bangladesh. Terror was unleashed on the sleeping, unarmed Bengalees. Three million of them were killed and ten million escaped to the neighbouring country and thousands of women were raped and kidnapped. 

The same sword is being flashed in the subcontinent of India and Pakistan even now. It is also important to be aware that majorities of today is not as powerful as they used to be and minorities are not that weak and powerless as they had been. The world of today has changed dramatically. Intolerance digs the grave for democracy, peace and security. Intolerance is a scourge with deadly consequences. No society today can flourish by travelling in the boat of intolerance. Such societies impede their progress as well as the progress of others.

Intolerance assumes dangerous shapes when it is exploited by hungry politicians. They may manufacture lies and manipulate statistics to prove their ideologies based on hate. They may use arguments that are based on prejudice and misinformation. They exploit ignorance and xenophobia to stir up prejudice and discrimination to achieve their personal ends. 

Intolerance has fed religious bloodshed and violent ideological clashes. To stop their repetition, several governments of 1995, and even now, and several social scientists, human rights activists, poets and writers have been grappling with the problem of taming the wild bear of intolerance.

The basic requisite to tame this wild bear is the use of laws to promote tolerance and also to promote equality before law. Governments should frame laws to bane hate and discrimination against minorities. Tolerance cannot be promoted when there are laws that spread hatred, such as the blasphemy laws in Pakistan that are divisive, undemocratic and promote intolerance openly. Under certain circumstances tolerance may become a meaningless exercise. 

One may ask that how to be tolerant to those who are intolerant of us. Such persons may not accept to be tolerant of intolerants. However, tolerance will help to ease the situation. It may reduce the widening gap caused by violence. The widened gaps will continue widening because of the nonexistence of lines of communication that breed assumptions based on a lack of personal experiences. The most efficient way to build bridges over the widening gaps is to promote freedom of press that can play a vital role in the promotion of public awareness. Also intergroup contacts and dialogue and problem-solving workshops can prove effective. Retaliation to meet violent situations is not always a rational answer. To punish those who do not think and act like you usually worsen the situation..

Tolerance does not imply to be careless about self-defense. Under particularly volatile situations in democracies, tolerance demands extreme of vigilance and precaution to protect rights and freedoms. Free speech is a pillar of democracy that needs to be protected to keep the building safe that it supports. Free speech does not mean freedom to advocate hatred and violence, and to indulge in fraudulent practices, murders and the use of unethical means that undermine the government or the constitution. 

Intolerance is rooted in ignorance and ignorance can be blotted out with education. The help of both laws and education are needed to get rid of intolerance. Education for the cultivation of humanity would nourish the plant of tolerance, democracy and human rights. However, education is a lifelong experience. It should be started as early as possible. Children should be encouraged to be open and curious. Education should be started anywhere and at every level. Children of today will become adult in a much changed social and cultural atmosphere. The goal of education should be directed to teach them to be more flexible to face those challenges of tomorrow about interpersonal relations. It is important to prepare children to learn to live more harmoniously that is possible with understanding and communication among diverse groups of different cultural backgrounds.

Students in the classrooms must be made aware that every human shares the world, in spite of the differences in races, religions, cultures, languages, politics and so on. Every one inherits the same one earth, its air, and the sun, and has the canopy of sky over the head. It is wise to be tolerant of each other’s differences to enjoy our survival.

Teachers with more than one student know that all students are different in their abilities, culture, religion and even their mother tongues. They work to bind their students together with a thread of harmony for their common goal that is survival with the help of education. A classroom is a smaller version of the world that is more complicated, more wide and diverse. Differences whether in a classroom or in the world are strength. Every citizen of the global village is bound with the belief that tolerance of differences provide the thread to unite all humans to make the globe a better place to live for us as well as for our children and children’s children to grow free and strong. This is possible through the means of tolerance of each other’s differences. Aristotle was right when he said that the fate of empires depends on the education of youth
      
2.-EDUCATION FOR THE GLOBAL VILLAGE 

BY STEPHEN GILL
                              

As a result of the airways and telecommunications the world has shrunk to the size of a village.  Everywhere in this village the pulse of change is beating much faster than ever before. It is beating in the economic, political and social as well as religious fields, including in the hearts and minds of the people. Humans are looking for something different. They are not at ease with themselves nor with the world around them. They are rejecting established values. The present day world is like a house that is not suitable for living because many engineers without coordinating their individual plans and skills have built it. Therefore, there are complaints and unrest all over.                       
 This unrest is universal because the castle of modern education is built on the ground of nationalism, open to the wild winds of competition in every direction that adversely affect human relationships with neighbours, with other provinces and with other countries. Present day education prepares students to make money in a suffocating world of cutthroat competition that leads them to an island of false security. It equates success with victory and doing well with beating someone else-- it equips students with the arms to defeat others-- it is based on the principle of winning fights.  Our best scientists have been trained to destroy the global village in one way or another in order to win wars, even nuclear wars.  
 Modern education has shut humans from their fellow-beings. It does not teach how to adjust and live in society. It is based on the idea of specialization. It destroys the love for learning when students are compelled to work for awards. Human being is the centre of all knowledge. But educational institutions, particularly those for higher learning, have reached the apex of specialization, ignoring the centre. The universities have built the pyramids of knowledge on the ground of greed and survival of the fittest. This type of knowledge has poisoned the environment with jealousy, hatred and hunger for power. Its fruits are visible in the form of restlessness and the armament of nations.  
 This change is caused by science that has given a power to humans that they do not know how to handle. The main problem is how to deal with the risk of self-destruction and how to protect humans  and secure lasting peace. Humans have developed unprecedented powers that have endangered their safety and security.  The education that was acceptable for ages is not capable of solving this problem. The traditional system of education is not equipped to answer questions about peace, to promote it and to stop wars. Rather it has produced serious and deep problems for survival on every level-- individual, collective and planetary. The economic growth that has been caused by science has been accompanied by pollution. Material progress is at the cost of environmental deterioration. This so-called progress pollutes the air we breathe, the water we drink and the food we eat.               

Under the present educational system,  citizens learn national loyalties, because national institutions and leaders teach students patriotic feelings and  tendencies, although they live in a world that has been reduced to a global village. There are international agreements and treaties to avoid war, but the citizens have no international loyalties. Politicians, administrators, educators and scientists, the products of the modern system, are trained to render services to protect the life and property of the people of their respective nations, which are sovereign. When many governments become sovereign in themselves, with no authority to control them and when all the governments start developing their demonic muscles to give security to their people from imaginary or even real foes, the natural outcome is war and waste. When so many sovereign and independent countries, fully armed, become neighbours in the global village, clashes are inevitable. To avoid this situation, individuals and nations have to be educated and disciplined so that they may not pose perils to other people and nations. 
 The dove of peace has been seriously injured by national pride and love, which ought to be broadened to embrace global loyalty and thinking. There is use for neither national prides nor cultural heritages if the world comes to an end. On the contrary, they will be retained in a healthy shape in the absence of international time and money-wasting conflicts. In the past the worst types of wars were waged in the name of religion and patriotism; they are being waged even today.  
 Modern education has created a serious hindrance to ushering in an age of peace in which humans will live with dignity and without fear. Technocrats or scientists believe that they can change the world for the better. They have been proven wrong. Their discoveries have and will be misused.  Their advancements, meant to give comfort to humankind, have brought tension, anxiety and insecurity, resulting in diseases like cancer and heart troubles and also the break up of families and the close ties between parents and children. 
 It is not the achievements of the scientists that can change the world; rather, only humans can do it. Therefore, the world needs the institutions that can make humans aware of this fact to pave the way for a better and a saner globe. The needs of the new world order will be met by a system of education that would emphasize global awareness and peace and the extinction of borders  which would make defence budgets unnecessary. This would result in the saving of billions of dollars to use for the irrigation of deserts and to improve the quality of life. A new approach to education will broaden the responsibilities of students to the international level. 
The teaching profession has failed to prepare our students for the nuclear age because human history never had the problems, which we have now. It is for the first time that humans have become capable not only of exterminating themselves with their own genocidal technology but also of rendering our planet incapable of producing life for a long time. This situation is one of the greatest  absurdities. Educational institutions are not doing much to address this predicament as compassionate scholars and thinkers. Any talk of nuclear weapons causes despair and hopelessness in young people, mainly because our teachers are not trained to convey the features of the age. When politicians and scientists talk of the destructive aspect of nuclear weapons, they talk in terms of megatons and such phrases that produce a sedative affect on the listeners. They are incapable of moving or mobilizing public opinion because they talk as if they were referring to bows and arrows.  
 It would be dangerous to leave everything to our politicians to make decisions for us. Their record is depressing and deplorable. We cannot let them take human life in their hands. This responsibility cannot be delegated to specialists, military technocrats and commercial enterprises. What humans want for themselves and for their children and their society must be the result of their own reflections and actions. Educational institutions and other organizations provide the platform for this purpose. 
 Scientists generally do not think in terms of human consequences of their work. As professionals, they  do not want to make such connections. Albert Einstein was right when he said that  nuclear energy changes everything except consciousness. It is the job of education to provide this consciousness. 
 It would also be dangerous to be lulled into believing that the threat of a nuclear holocaust has disappeared. It has not. The world has the same number of weapons as it had a few years ago when the danger was at its peak. The relations among the nuclear powers are encouraging, but the threat has not disappeared as yet. An awful amount of nuclear weapons still exist. Besides, the superpowers are still working on producing more sophisticated engines of destruction. 
 Nearly every nation in the world has some sort of institution where the art of war is studied. People are honored for killing others in war. Governments run academies to prepare citizens for war. As per one estimate, more than seventy-five million people in the world are employed by armed forces, military research and defense industries. Millions more, including their families, are largely dependent for their daily bread on the defense budgets of their countries. The most talented and skilled citizens have been and are still being bought by the war-oriented industries. 
 The sunrays of education would enlighten the world population and would-be policymakers to see that the universe is still divided into broad camps of weak and powerful--- there are nations that are financially and militarily still weak and some are still strong.  However, the weak nations are no longer that weak and the powerful are not entirely powerful. The use of force under these circumstances is not free from grave consequences.
   
Education for the global village or world citizenship does not mean the disappearance of national languages and cultures. In light of the history of the former USSR, France, Switzerland and India, it turns out to be a lame excuse because the central government would give rights and freedom, even more, to indigenous cultures. 
 Though late, considering the long and tiresome process, still children and adults can be prepared for citizenship of the global village.  It should be started at an early age to ensure safety to their future. It must begin at home by their parents by promoting a new world order, a new way of thinking, a world government, instead of national governments. Peace education should play the same part and with the same force that was played by the educational system after the invention of the printing press. 
 It is important that every city school board, university, small town volunteer organization, and international group work for a better world. Every individual should be actively interested in the issues that are the focal point of discussion in the media and among the superpowers because those issues affect his or her life. Workshops, seminars, lectures and discussion groups must be formed and proper curricula be drafted for students. Formal education ought to be challenged to include also peace projects in the courses at school, college and university levels.  
 Even the teachers themselves should be convinced of the new approaches to peace through education. Students must be provided with facts and tools to analyze the dangers to our planet. Furthermore, they must be given opportunities to discuss the type of world they would like to inherit. Whenever there is any discussion about nuclear weapons, there should also be a vision presented to the participants about international law and nonviolent means to settle disputes. Otherwise, students will be simply despairing. Emphasis should be on the roots of war and the forces that impel nations to go to war, or even to make preparations for war. Students should also be made aware of the psychological climate that leads nations to armed conflict. 
 The courses should cover the areas of economic justice for all, human rights, respect for the  environment,  armament  control, disarmament, the dangers of  nuclearization  of weapons and industries, the evils of colonialism, violence, the possibilities of peace, the settlement of disputes, the philosophy and methodology of nonviolence, The United Nations, and cooperative efforts to achieve goals.  
 

There are several other ways through which international understanding can be improved to create an atmosphere for a peaceful world. One of them is educational and cultural exchanges among nations. The Fulbright International Exchange in the United States is one of them. The Fulbright Act that established the program was introduced into Congress in September of 1945. There are academic exchanges between the US and more than one hundred and thirty nations. It was to create a cordial atmosphere for international peace and understanding by developing in the participants an awareness that issues of war and peace should be addressed through cooperation. Senator Fulbright, himself a Rhode scholar, knew the benefits from such international educational exchanges in reducing hatred and prejudices among the peoples of the world. 
 Besides, some vocational groups are taking initiatives for a new world, free of war. They are mobilizing public opinion. Included in this group are the Pugwash Movement; International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War; Scientists for Peace; and Lawyers for Social Responsibility. Some trade unions are also increasingly interested in promoting disarmament. The International Council for Adult Education is working through its network in several countries. 
 Soon after the Second World War, several colleges and universities in the United States incorporated the study of peace and war in their curricula. The movement against the Vietnam War promoted these studies. Colgate, Syracuse and Kent universities, among others, initiated these studies in the early 1970's. In the 1980's, the nuclear disarmament movement and growing concern over the arms race prompted several schools and colleges to add such courses for their students. At present, there must be more than 250 institutions in the United States that offer such major and minor courses. 
 In Canada, around fifty universities offer one or two courses on peace related subjects. These courses are offered in different departments. Some small institutions including The Peace Research Institute; Canadian Peace Research; Peace Research, a journal; and Press For Conversion, a publication devoted to the economic conversion of military factories and bases to socially useful and environmentally sound purposes, are doing a good job. Canadian parliament has established Canadian Institute for International Peace and Security, which is being criticized for not playing its role as an institution for peace in the real sense.   
 

However, the peace movements are gaining momentum though still at a slow pace. We are still far away from the goal. The peace movement does not represent even half a percent of the total number of students, whereas peace is the number one priority. In some countries, the situation is worse.  Most of the workers for the new world order are volunteers. In most nations, peace movements have no access to media. Their work is carried on mostly by committed souls. The global village needs many more institutions and committed souls to achieve the noble goal of peace through peaceful means. 
 
 
3.-WRITERS AND WORLD PEACE  


-by STEPHEN GILL

If Shakespeare is alive today, it is because
he has produced in his plays the social, political,
economic, moral and scientific ideas of his times.
He has proven that a literature that does not
reflect the spirit of its time cannot be of a great
and lasting nature…

--------------------------------------------------------------
 


Writers and poets can influence people because they are involved with every aspect of life, including newspapers, radio and TV. They write novels, stories and articles, and even speeches for business executives and politicians. It is hard to think of even a single corner of modern life where they are not involved in one way or another. Consequently, they are in a strong position to educate their readers, although this may be a slow process. However, it is a lasting and quiet way to influence the thinking of the reader.

Several organizations all over the world deserve congratulations from writers and poets for organizing worthwhile events to foster world harmony. It is not the job of one or two individuals to arrange those gatherings of poets. It is also not the result of a week or a month's preparations. Rather, it needs money-consuming and time-consuming activities over months and years. We have to be thankful to organizers for arranging those successful festivals of poets from all over the world.

To promote world peace and to condemn war, I have edited two volumes of an anthology, titled Anti-War Poems. This anthology expresses the hopes, the dreams, the fears and frustrations of poets. Vesta Publications Limited released part one in 1984. I did not realize the result would be that encouraging when I started spreading the gospel of the anthology. News media turned out to be extremely cooperative beyond my imagination.

To be fair to others whom I was not able to approach for lack of time and means, I decided to edit the second volume, which was released by Vesta in 1986. It was the encouragement that I had received from the contributors and readers of the first volume that led me to the even greater pleasure of editing the second volume. The pains and the pleasures that I experienced are comparable to those of an expectant mother. The joys and sufferings she goes through, particularly at the time of giving birth to a new soul, are not easy to describe. The same applies to the birth of a book, and to the process that leads to its preparation and eventually to its publication.

I received six thousand submissions from eight countries for the first volume. In the beginning, I had planned to select two or three poems from each poet. Due to a large number of submissions and lack of space, I had to select only one poem of any poet. In this way, I was able to choose one hundred and twenty contributors for the first volume. The total number of submissions for the second volume was more than seven thousand. As in the first volume, I selected only one poem per contributor. I admit that there were many good submissions for both volumes. It was painful for me to return many of them. I also choose the shorter pieces. The logic behind this selection was to give a chance to as many poets as possible to be heard.

The first volume is the voice of one hundred and twenty poets from eight countries. The second volume is the voice of more than two hundred poets from fifteen nations-- all condemning war and promoting world peace. They unanimously strive to build a bridge of understanding and goodwill. Some of the poets in both volumes have fought in a war and have seen its ugly head. Those who never went to a war are also aware of its destructive nature. Both anthologies represent the voice of very young poets who are in their teens and the voice of those who belong to older generations. Both anthologies represent the voice of wives and lovers also. The mothers, who produce world leaders and soldiers, have not lagged behind in their condemnation of war. They do not want their children to be crippled and maimed and die slowly in far-off lands, or in their own.

The poems of both volumes display different moods from love and anger to utter despair. The anthology includes beginners who had produced at that time only a handful of poems, and professionals who have many titles to their credit. Poets have come from different political regimes, geographical conditions and historical backgrounds. Some are rebellious, some angry and some in despair. They employ different metaphors, symbols and poetic expressions. Their moods are different and so are their metres. They all are concerned for the safety of humankind. All are aware of the existing dangers that could explode into a holocaust unequalled in the past. They raise their voice on one platform to try to save the world and to make it safer and better place to live. Many poets express their dissatisfaction with their rulers; they are suspicious of world leaders and express their fears. Their explanations and symbols are different. The main thread that unites all these poets is their hatred for violence. They all yearn for peace, expressing it directly or indirectly. These poets, the messengers of peace, join the voice of thousands of other organizations for the achievement of peace and sanity in the world.

It was not a great surprise to me to receive most submissions from the United States. It was also not a surprise that most letters of good wishes and encouragement were also from that country. Here is a nation that possesses the most advanced and sophisticated weapons of destruction. At the same time, its poet and citizens are concerned about world peace. The United States has numerous groups and organizations that are fighting for peace.

Response to the anthology from other nations, except Canada, was not so encouraging. One factor responsible seems to be the communication problem. After all, this anthology was the work of only one person. So, there were limitations as far as time and money and manpower are concerned. Several of those countries may not have facilities for translation into English. It also seems to be a reason that poets of those nations are concerned more about hunger and shelter than anything else, because these are the real and urgent problems for them at present.

My research for antiwar poems has strengthened my conviction that individuals all over the world have the same dreams and aspirations and are beset with the same fears and suspicions. They may have religious and geographical differences, but they think and behave alike. In every corner of the globe there are souls who are worried over the future of humankind.

This conviction of mine is linked closely with another conviction that the world is growing smaller day-by-day, almost as if it were becoming a city, where the residents know the main daily happenings. In other words, science has shrunk our universe and now distant places have become sections of the same city.

Writers are like every human being. They clamour for peace as people all over the world do. It confirms T.S. Eliot who said "the soul of a nation, true ideals of its civilization, a real message of the people's inner self, is expressed in its literature; that the authors are the legislators, though unacknowledged of mankind ... The poets form a spiritual community binding together, Living and the Dead, the Good, the Brave and the wise of all ages."

A poet cannot live in an ivory tower forever. If today Shakespeare is alive, it is also because he has produced in his plays social, political, economic, moral and scientific ideas of his times. He has proved that a literature which does not reflect the spirits of the time cannot be great and of lasting nature. Even in Paradise Lost, which is timeless, John Milton expresses the moral controversies of the Protestants and the Roman Catholics, which plagued the time and sent a British king to gallows.

Today, the world is torn asunder with fear and hatred. There is still a grave danger of another war that may annihilate our civilization. There is a need for harmony and oneness of humankind. True writers cannot turn their backs to this reality, like the Lady of Shallot.

It is very encouraging that several groups have been providing this platform and I am sure that poets and writers will continue providing leadership and a climate for the further growth of peace and harmony.

Apart from unity and platform, it is important that those poets and writers who have been working to promote peace should be recognized formally. We know that many national governments will not be interested in such projects nor will our political leaders. Therefore, this responsibility falls on the shoulders of poets and writers because they understand the importance of their role for peace.


 
 
 
 

