
Student Trustee report for August 22nd, 2017: 

 

Hello, and welcome everyone, new and returning. I am excited to serve as your Student 

Trustee, and looking forward to the many things this council seeks to accomplish. For 

information purposes, the Board of Trustees is the governing board of Merced College. 

They make final decisions on practically all matters of business on campus, including 

services for students, which warrants a student representative to speak and vote on 

behalf of students and their interests. The Board of Trustees has many constituencies, or 

groups of voters who represent larger communities, and ASMC is one of those 

constituencies. They have committees just like ASMC does, and those are known as 

Shared Governance committees.  

 

I attended two Board of Trustees meetings over the summer, and will report on both 

respectively: 

 

In the July meeting, one time funds were approved to finish the Los Banos Campus 

Food Forest, with ground-breaking occurring this month (August). The College’s 

tentative budget was proposed at this meeting, and will be voted on in September. A 

budget is needed for an estimate of funds required to operate, so that the state and other 

agencies can prepare to supply said funds. The 2015-16 year’s actual federal funding for 

the Pell Grant and Veterans’ Education totaled approximately $30k, and state funding 

was approximately $44 million.  

 

In the August meeting,  it was announced that over 400 high school students from the 

area were registered during Blue Devil Preview Days. 

Trustee Gutierrez reported that groundbreaking began at the Food Forest in Los Banos, 

and that efforts for establishing a bike path for Los Banos students were moving 

forward. At this time, students in Los Banos who walk or ride their bike or skateboard to 

the campus do not have a paved, safe path to access the campus, which is about a 20 

minute walk outside of town along Highway 152. Lastly, on August 25th, the Merced 

Chamber of Commerce will be hosting an Eggs and Issues event. For more information, 

you can visit the Chamber’s website.  

 

If you are interested in attending a Board of Trustees meeting, the next one will be held 

September 12th at 6 p.m. in the Administration Board meeting room. Minutes for past 

meetings can be found through the college’s website 

(www.mccd.edu/about/board/meetings). If you have any further questions, please 

email me at asmctrustee@campus.mccd.edu. 
-Mariah X. Gill 

mailto:asmctrustee@campus.mcd.edu
http://www.mccd.edu/about/board/meetings


Curriculum Committee meeting: 

At the Curriculum Committee meeting, it was reported that there will be a handbook 

developed for the Distance Education program, which is online education, along with a 

list of Distance Education courses that were approved. Said list is attached to the agenda 

of the committee meeting. Changes were made to the Program Course and Approval 

Handbook, which requires instructors to publish information regarding the anticipated 

time investment, both in and outside of class, individual courses require for success. 

Many students, upon selecting classes, assume the time commitment is simply the hours 

spent in class, and do not take into account the time required for homework, studying, 

and any other work done outside the classroom. Now, students will have a better 

understanding of what is required from them.  

 

Regional Affairs Committee: 

As your delegate, I would like to inform the Council, so that you may communicate this 

to your membership and fellow students, that Region Sponsored Resolutions for the 

November Student Senate for California Community College’s General Assembly will be 

due by FRIDAY, AUGUST 25TH, the next Region meeting. Said meeting will be held at 

Fresno City College at 6 p.m.  

Associated Student Organization-sponsored resolutions will be due September 7th.  

All those interested in attending the November General Assembly, be on the lookout for 

the application, as there will be a selection process. General Assembly is November 

17th-19th in Sacramento, CA.  


